
News From Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis 
32nd Congressional District of California  

 

 

1725 Longworth HOB│Washington, DC 20515 – 202.225.5464 -- 202.225.5467 f. 
            
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact:  Don 

Lyster 

      

 

August 4, 2005                  (202) 225-9971 
 

GAO REPORT BLASTS EPA 
Report Shows EPA Fails to Consider Impact of Air Regulations  

on Low-Income and Minority Communities 
 

Washington, DC -- Today, Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis (CA-32) released a 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) report which blasts the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) for failing to consider the impact of its air regulations on low-
income and minority communities. 
 
“This report confirms that the EPA continues to ignore the serious environmental health 
challenges facing low-income and minority communities and instead has moved forward 
with regulations which could worsen the health of these populations.  It is time for EPA, 
the very agency charged with protecting the health of all communities, to take seriously 
the need to protect our most vulnerable communities,” said Congresswoman Solis, 
Ranking Member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Environment and Hazardous Materials and author of California’s environmental justice 
law – the first such law in the nation. 
 
This report found that:  

• EPA has failed to comply with Executive Order 12898, which requires 
the agency to develop a framework for conducting analysis of environmental 
justice;  

• EPA rarely mentions environmental justice in its clean air rules;  
• EPA rarely analyzes the effect of proposed rules on the health of underserved 

communities (of the three rules the GAO reviewed, the EPA only prepared an 
analysis for one);  

• EPA has failed to make public information that, under the gasoline rule, 26 of 86 U.S. 
counties with refineries could have increased emissions because of the new 
regulation. These counties include Los Angeles County and Contra Costa County 
(CA), Crawford County (IL), Galveston County and Brazoria County (TX), Lucas 
County (OH), and St. Bernard Parish and St. Charles Parish (LA); and  

• EPA did not provide guidance or training to the workgroups that develop air rules 
on how to identify environmental justice problems. 

The report, “Environmental Justice:  EPA Should Devote More Attention to 
Environmental Justice When Developing Clean Air Rules,” comes just one week after 
Solis and 75 other Members of Congress expressed outrage at EPA’s decision to 
disregard race and income as considerations for ‘environmental justice’ in its draft 
environmental justice strategy. 
 



“With such a poor track record on environmental justice, it is irresponsible for the EPA to 
even consider removing race and income as a consideration when drafting air regulations. 
The EPA needs to go back to the drawing board and implement a plan which truly takes 
steps to protect the health of these communities which cannot protect themselves,” said 
Solis. 
 
For decades, industrial zones and power plants have jeopardized the health of low-
income and minority communities.  5.5 million Latinos live within 10 miles of a coal 
powered plant and 68 percent of African Americans live within 30 miles of a coal 
powered plant, the distance within which the health impacts are most acute.  Latinos are 
nearly 2.5 times more likely to develop asthma than whites and African Americans are 
more than twice as likely to die from asthma as whites. 
 
The report (GAO-05-289) can be found at www.gao.gov. 
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